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An Initiative Of

The Banking With The Poor Network
The Banking With The Poor Network (www.bwtp.

org) is a network of more than 30 national policy 

institutions, commercial banks, MFIs and NGOs 

from numerous countries in the Asia-Pacific region 

- including Australia, Bangladesh, India, Indonesia, 

Laos, Nepal, Pakistan, Philippines, Sri Lanka, Thailand, 

and Vietnam. Established in the 1990s, the BWTP 

Network’s objective is to link microfinance with 

the financial system and to support the provision 

of inclusive financial services in Asia. It pursues this 

objective through capacity building, information 

sharing, policy dialogue, advocacy and research.

Organised By

The Foundation for Development Cooperation
Established in 1990 in Australia, The Foundation 

for Development Cooperation (www.fdc.org.au) 

is an independent, not-for-profit international 

development organisation. The mandate of FDC 

calls for it to conduct policy-oriented research, foster 

public awareness, mobilise broader Australian and 

overseas development cooperation, and support 

nongovernmental development efforts. FDC has 

worked in the field of microfinance for 18 years.

Through partnerships and alliances, FDC undertakes 

a range of initiatives which seek to improve the 

lives of poor people in developing countries, foster 

innovative approaches to development, and connect 

policy work to self-help efforts at the grass roots level. 

FDC’s work includes economic development and 

assessment, policy analysis, grass-roots community 

based initiatives, strategic research, partnerships and 

leverage, advocacy, consulting and advisory services, 

project design and implementation, secretariat and 

network management, and training and capacity 

building.  FDC’s headquarters is in Brisbane, Australia.  

FDC has an Asia regional office in Singapore and a 

Pacific regional office in Fiji is to be opened on 15 

September 2008. 

Lead Sponsor

Citi Foundation
The Citi Foundation (www.citigroupfoundation.org) 

is committed to enhancing economic opportunities 

for underserved individuals and families in the 

communities where we work throughout the world. 

Globally, the Citi Foundation is focusing its giving 

on Microfinance and Microentrepreneurship, which 

helps individuals become economically self-sufficient; 

Small and Growing Businesses leading to economic 

expansion and job creation; Education, which 

prepares young people for personal and professional 

success; Financial Education, which helps individuals 

make informed financial decisions; and the 

Environment with a focus on sustainable enterprises 

that generate jobs and stimulate economic growth 

while preserving the environment.

Citi is one of the world’s largest corporate donors 

to the microfinance sector. The Citi Foundation 

has contributed nearly US$60 million in funding to 

support 250 microfinance institutions, microfinance 

networks and microenterprise programs in 

55 countries. Since 1997 in Asia alone, the Citi 

Foundation has committed more than US$18 million 

in funding for microfinance-related programs.
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In Association With

European Commission 
The mission of the European Commission is to promote 

the general interest of the European Union. It does 

so by  anticipating in the decision-making process, 

in particular by presenting proposals for European 

law, by overseeing the correct implementation of 

the Treaties and European law, and by carrying out 

common policies and managing funds.

PlaNet Finance 
PlaNet Finance (www.planetfinance.org) is an 

international non profit organization, which aims 

at alleviating poverty by contributing to the 

development of the microfinance sector. PlaNet 

Finance’s aim is to support banks, cooperatives, 

Non Governmental Organizations (NGO), and the 

Microfinance Institutions, by providing them with 

operational services in terms of capacity building 

and financing to facilitate their growth. PlaNet 

Finance also works with the private sector (banks 

and financial institutions),international agencies and 

governments to facilitate the creation of an efficient 

microfinance sector.

State Bank of Vietnam 
The State Bank of Vietnam was established in 1951. 

Until 1988 SBV played the role of a Central Bank, 

setting broad monetary policies and regulations, 

and the role of a commercial bank, carrying financial 

activities of a regular retail bank. Since 1988, and 

the reform of the financial system, the banking 

sector follows a regular two tiers system, with the 

establishment of specialised commercial banks. The 

law on the State of Bank of Vietnam (1998) clarifies 

the roles and responsibilities of the central bank. 

In Partnership With

ADA
ADA (Appui au développement autonome, (meaning 

“Support for Autonomous Development”)) is a non-

governmental organisation (NGO) specialising in 

microfinance. Founded in 1994 in Luxembourg, ADA 

has been mandated by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs 

Cooperation Department and has been operating 

since 2007 under the High Patronage of Her Royal 

Highness The Grand Duchess of Luxembourg.

Its mission consists in supporting microfinance 

institutions (MFIs) based in developing countries 

in their growth process. This support, which may 

be of a technical and/or financial nature, is aimed 

at increasing the professionalism of the MFIs by 

making them more effective, independent and 

innovative. ADA works in direct partnership with 25 

MFIs located in Africa, Asia and Latin America. Nearly 

200 microfinance institutions benefit indirectly from 

different services. ADA also works with Professional 

Associations and MFI Networks providing them 

technical and financial support to help these 

organisations implement their action plans.

SEEP
Established in 1985, the Small Enterprise Education 

& Promotion (SEEP) Network is the international 

network of practitioners working in microfinance 

and microenterprise development. Its 74 institutional 

members are active in 139 countries and reach over 

25 million microentrepreneurs and their families. 

SEEP’s mission is to connect these practitioners 

in a global learning environment. It is through 

this member-driven, collaborative platform that 

SEEP collects and shares best practices, and fosters 

technical innovation and progress for the industry. 

SEEP also specializes in the development of regional 

and national microfinance associations, or networks. 




